From Ordinary to Extraordinary
1 Samuel 9-11

Last week we talked about Israel rejecting God’s kingship, asking instead for a king “such as all the other nations have,” who can, “lead us and go out before us and fight our battles.” What kind of king are they looking for?
Ancient kings at this time had near total authority. They ruled by decree, wielded great power, and demonstrated battle prowess. This is what Israel was asking for.  
So God gives them what they ask for. Kind of. The prophet Samuel is told that God will bring Israel’s first king to him. Then in the seemingly random events of searching for lost donkeys, Saul and his servant are led inexorably to Samuel. 
He certainly looks the part. Samuel describes him by saying, “His son Saul was the most handsome man in Israel – head and shoulders taller than anyone else in the land.”[footnoteRef:1] Consider Katelyn and Fritz. Who would you want on your side in a fight? Fritz, right? With good reason! Saul’s description matches expectations for kings at the time given that one of their key roles was military.  [1:  1 Sam 9:2] 

Several years ago now, I recall a visit from a parent. I was a campus minister with IVCF, and he was a doctor from Calgary with a rather important, international position. I was planning a ministry trip to Guatemala with a team of students, and his daughter had signed on to go. 
“What makes you confident that you are qualified to take my daughter into such a place? Can you guarantee her safety?”
It’s not as if I’d shown poor judgement in previous trips. And it’s not as though the year prior we’d been caught by a volcano eruption, an earthquake, and a tropical storm, which combined to cause mudslides in the villages around us. 
Maybe he was on to something. His question pushed at my own insecurities.
There I was, a young leader, without specialized training or qualification. I couldn’t guarantee her safety. Who was I to lead a team of students internationally, with all of the variables and unknowns? 
By all measures, I did not measure up to this father’s expectations. Something different was needed. 
Likewise, Saul certainly looked the part of a king, and the people loved him. However, the text shows that despite Saul’s impressive stature, he is very ordinary (searching for donkeys), and shy (charitable) or cowardly (uncharitable). Even so, God has chosen Saul, and Samuel anoints him. predicting three signs that will confirm that God has called him. He will be told that his donkeys have been found. He will be fed by three young men. And the Spirit of God will come on him, and will change him into a different person. And each sign happens in a significant place from Israel’s story. 
Following this tour of Israel’s story, our narrative zooms in on the third sign: The Spirit of God changing Saul. 1 Samuel 10:6: “The Spirit of the LORD will come powerfully upon you, and you will prophesy with them; and you will be changed into a different person.”
The Spirit of God comes on Saul twice: once as a sign of the reality of Samuel’s anointing – here Saul behaves as a prophet, although he is not in this role permanently. This shows that he has indeed been anointed as king as Samuel says. 
The second time is for Saul to take command of a disparate, tribal society, compelling their participation in defending another tribe. Once again, the ordinariness of Saul is detailed when he is returning from fieldwork. Two things happen immediately after the Spirit comes on Saul with power: he becomes passionately angry (11:6) and behaves like a judge in conscripting an army (11:7).
This is evidence of the third sign of Samuel, that the Spirit of God will change Saul into a different person (10:6). It is not as though God changes Saul’s physical appearance. It’s not even as if God can merely work with it. It is more along the lines of, it is irrelevant. After all, there is always a bigger fighter. . . spoiler alert!
What God changes is who Saul is. Not the muscle, but the intrinsic man. Like the cowardly lion in The Wizard of Oz, God gives him the bold courage to command his countrymen. In contrast to letting the servant set the direction and tone of the search for the donkey.
Like the scarecrow in need of a brain, Saul needed his thinking transformed. When he was overcome by God’s Spirit, he prophesied with the company of prophets. 
And like the Tin Man needing to feel emotion, Saul’s heart needed expansion. Beyond caring for his father’s affairs, Saul’s scope expands and his heart burns with passionate anger for the welfare of the nation (11:6).
This hits pretty close to the crux of this story for us. What does the story mean when it says, “changed into a different person?” Does this mean that I become possessed by the Spirit, and the Troy you all know and love is gone? Am I then assimilated into a Borg-like commune, where all individuals are subsumed by the hive-mind of God?
Remember at the beginning I said that God would give the people the king they asked for, kind of? This is what I meant. Saul gets two instructions, seemingly contradicting each other.
“Once these signs are fulfilled, do whatever your hand finds to do, for God is with you.” (11:7). And, “you must wait seven days until I come to you and tell you what you are to do.” (11:8)?
Which is it? Does Saul have the freedom to decide what to do? Or does he need to follow instructions? 
It is both. Saul is free to act when he needs to, and can trust that in his everyday life, God is with him. But unlike other kings, Saul does not have absolute authority. He is still required to obey God’s sovereignty. 
What do we gain from this for today?
First, God acts in our everyday lives. The same Spirit that moved Saul to meet with Samuel moves us today. We can move freely knowing that we cannot find a place where God is not.
William Carey is famous for saying, “Attempt great things for God, expect great things from God.” This is all well and good for Saul, and for the big world-changers. People who are larger than life, like Mother Teresa and Billy Graham. What about me?
I kind of think this is a little bit on the unrealistic side. We are not all Main Character heroes who will change the way the entire world thinks, believes, or behaves. Some of us live most of our lives on side quests. 
Instead of Carey’s expectations, I would rather think, “Attempt faithfulness in the small things for God, and expect to see God in the small things.”
I’ve said it before, but it bears repeating. The ability to see God in the minutia of everyday life is honed by nurturing the curiosity and expectation to see. Without  these things, we don’t look. So, friends, if nothing else this week, look to see God acting in the small things around you.
Second is this: We will be changed into different people. Not like the borg, but like Saul. Not possessed, but resourced.
There are times when we are asked to be more than we are capable of being, those main quest events that take supernatural response. In these situations, I believe God provides what we need to be more if we stubbornly remain dedicated to his goals done his way. We must spend time learning God’s character, and his will (hint: remember Ephesians? God’s will is to bring all things together in unity under Christ.).
Back to my Guatemala team and the concerned parent. I had to admit to him that his daughter was showing remarkable courage, knowing the risks, and wanting to go participate in what Jesus was doing in Magdelena anyways. 
And that I was confident. Not because of my qualifications. But because it was not just me leading this team on my own. First, because of our experiences the previous year, I’d experienced the robustness of IVCF’s emergency planning for these kinds of things. We had done what we could to minimize the risks. Second, other IVCF leaders were coming. People with experience in cross-cultural scenarios.
And there was one thing I couldn’t really explain, even though I tried. 
Every time I’ve led one of these trips, and there have been quite a few at this point, I can count on a moment in the preparation where I change. 
My thinking and focus become sharper. My sense of self and others increases. At times, even my language abilities grow. It’s crazy. But I’ve come to count on this supernatural empowerment. I have repeatedly experienced being changed into a different person.
In the end, his daughter came with us on the trip. And with the exception of an amoebic parasite that she brought back to Canada with her, we saw God working in amazing ways among the villagers of Magdelena and El Goreon. 
I think this is what Paul starts to riff on in Romans 8:5-14: 
"Those who are dominated by the sinful nature think about sinful things, but those who are controlled by the Holy Spirit think about things that please the Spirit. So letting your sinful nature control your mind leads to death. But letting the Spirit control your mind leads to life and peace. For the sinful nature is always hostile to God. It never did obey God’s laws, and it never will. That’s why those who are still under the control of their sinful nature can never please God.
But you are not controlled by your sinful nature. You are controlled by the Spirit if you have the Spirit of God living in you. (And remember that those who do not have the Spirit of Christ living in them do not belong to him at all.) And Christ lives within you, so even though your body will die because of sin, the Spirit gives you life because you have been made right with God. The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you. And just as God raised Christ Jesus from the dead, he will give life to your mortal bodies by this same Spirit living within you. 
Therefore, dear brothers and sisters, you have no obligation to do what your sinful nature urges you to do. For if you live by its dictates, you will die. But if through the power of the Spirit you put to death the deeds of your sinful nature, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.”
We are not consumed by God’s Spirit. We are transformed. Our thinking expands. Our goals change to align with God’s, because He gives us His Spirit. 
We change, because we are now given the opportunity to choose the better way. 
Like Saul being anointed king, we too are anointed. Anyone who believes that Jesus has indeed been raised from the dead and acknowledges him as God and master receives the Holy Spirit. We can do whatever we find for our hands to do, because God is with us.
But we should not just do anything! There is still conflict within us, the sinful human nature, and the Spirit of God, leading us in a better way. Like Saul, we must follow the instructions the Spirit gives us. 
As Katelyn taught a couple weeks ago, those instructions are right there, in the book we turn to for hope, purpose, truth, and righteousness. Micah 6:8:
“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”
Not many of us do these things naturally. I remember a conversation with a friend who said that the only reason he was likeable at all was because of Jesus. I thought that was very wise. I’m the same.
The difference the Holy Spirit makes in a person is incalculable. Do these things. Confront injustice not with judgement, but with practical love for both oppressor and oppressed. Extend the mercy you need to your neighbour. In humility look out for the life, relationships and reputation of others, even when it is costly to yourself. 
This is what God desires. Transformation and action. In doing these things, you will be changed into a different person.

2

