If you. . . I will. . .
John 14:15-31
1 March, 2026

Last week Katelyn led us through the first half of John 14. I kind of regret the division and title that my bible puts in this chapter because, in many ways, this week is the second half of Katelyn’s sermon. The foundation that Katelyn put down for us last week was this: First, receiving the Spirit changes everything! Second, the Father’s house, Jesus returning to lead his followers to the place he is, the Spirit, and the life Jesus commands us to live, begins with his resurrection. Not some time way off in the distant future. The key verse of chapter 14 is verse 12: “Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things that these, because I am going to the Father.” For the bible nerds in the crowd, it is the centre of a chiasm. 
The giving of the Holy Spirit changes the whole game. “The world cannot accept [the Spirit of Truth], because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.”[footnoteRef:1] Receiving the Spirit sets the church apart from the world. It creates a contrast that becomes visible to the world, because those who love Jesus do so by obeying and keeping his command. [1:  John 14:17] 

In 14:22-23 Judas asks a legitimate question, “Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, ‘But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?’ Jesus replied, ‘Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.’” Jesus’ answer makes no sense! Except by repeating his earlier statement regarding loving Jesus by obedience goes back to John 13:34-35, “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” Which also goes back to the foot washing. The way to recognize disciples of Jesus is because their love looks exactly like Jesus’ love for his disciples. It is an answer to Judas. Jesus will not reveal himself to the world because that is how he invites his disciples to participate with him. That is their job!
At the same time as creating a contrast between the church and the world, the Spirit also integrates the sacred and the secular life of those who follow Jesus. It is not only church work that is holy. It is the work of a person in Jesus name that is the holy presence of the church. The Spirit makes holy the work of the priest and the lawyer, the doctor and the farmer. It makes miraculous the teaching of a classroom of children, and the administration of an employer. As Paul says, “And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through him to God the Father.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Colossians 3:17.] 

If you will love me, Jesus says, God Almighty will make a home with us. The gift of the Holy Spirit is what makes Jesus’ big, hairy, audacious goal in verse 12 even remotely plausible.
When I was in my 20’s I went to a prayer ministry service at the Gate. While I was being prayed over, a friend named Craig saw a picture that he described to me. 
He saw me in a huge field, with a giant oak tree in the middle of it. My entire being was focused on reaching that oak tree so I could sit in its shade and rest. So I was running towards it. 
There was a problem, though. Someone with an airnailer was building a fence between me and the tree. No matter how fast I ran, they were faster. 
Craig explained the meaning of the picture. The tree was the sheltered rest of God. In my life, the lordship of the Father was not a question for me. This was why I wanted to be at that tree more than anything. Further, my relationship with Jesus as my saviour was similarly assured. But I didn’t know the work of the Spirit in my life. 
Because of this, my walk with Jesus was an exhausting pursuit of something unreachable, a checklist of things to do while I lived before I could enter God’s rest. None were bad things, and my goal was admirable. But it was unattainable, unsustainable, and impossible. 
God wanted me to stop striving and let the Spirit fill me. To do this I needed to stop running. As soon as I stopped running, Craig explained, I would find myself sitting at the tree’s base resting in God’s goodness. 
Because, and this is the crucial, foundational truth that receiving the Holy Spirit reveals, I was called primarily to a relationship, not to a task. Just like in our object lesson, I was trying to do my job with the wrong tools – I was trying to be a good Christian with a checklist, effort, and determination.
What I needed was a relationship. That is the right tool to be the person God created me to be. 
This is the way John 14 works. 
First, our calling in John 14 is to someone. Not to something, nor to somewhere. 14:31: “. . . but [the prince of this world] comes so that the world may learn that I love the Father and do exactly what my Father has commanded me.” – frames the whole chapter. Jesus does the same thing he asks of his disciples – he shows his love for his Father by doing exactly what he is commanded to do. Further, he leads the way in costly love at the price of his life. Remember last week Thomas asked how they were to know the way to where Jesus was. Jesus’ response is that he is the way. There is no path, no destination, only a person. Jesus. And now we see this expanded: not just Jesus, but Jesus on the cross because of love. This is so completely contrary to the world’s values that it reveals God to them. This is the love that he asks of his disciples, which will continue to reveal Jesus to the world. 
It is to love God, Father, Son and Spirit. The highest invitation of Christianity is not that God takes us away to some distant shore; it is that God comes to us. Again and again, this is the pattern of scripture: God came to Adam and Eve, he came to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, he came to Noah, Moses, the prophets. He came as Jesus. He comes to us in the Spirit. Every time, it is God who crosses the space between his creation and his holiness, and meets us in our history, our context, our story. The highest call of scripture is to have the breath of God fill our lungs, the presence of God dwelling with us, just like he filled the tabernacle, and the temple. 
Second, we all share a common calling. We are to follow Jesus commands, which he sums up in John 13:34-35. Love one another. Love with the kind of culture-busting, self-sacrificing, servanthood that Jesus demonstrated in washing the disciples’ feet. In going to the cross. In dying. Because the Father, Son, and Spirit have all made their home with us and in us, we – that is you and I – are mini-tabernacles living the good life in contrast to the world around us. What a contrast that is! The world seems to be defined by getting, and using, power to pursue my own well-being at the cost of others. This, friends, is the definition of injustice. God’s people are defined by self-giving love; the kind of love that that works for the flourishing of life for all around us. The kind of love that establishes a right relationship between myself and God, myself and other people, myself and creation, even myself and my own identity. 
And finally, we each have a specific calling. By the power of the spirit, God gives each of us to one another, so that the church becomes a collection of the best of incomplete people. Everyone gifted in something, no one gifted in all things. Jesus came to his creation to do the work of the Father, and this work does not end because Jesus is returning to the Father. It continues, through us! 
I found this reading from Skye Jethani’s book to be helpful here. 
“Jesus came as the Master Gardener cultivating his kingdom in the prison yard of this world. He offered glimpses of [his kingdom] through his manifestations of order, beauty, and abundance, but his cultivation did not end when he ascended to the Father. Through the presence of his Spirit, we have become gardeners as well. Jesus may have fed multitudes by a miracle, but Christians in the book of Acts created an abundance of food by sharing their resources. Jesus overcame chaos with order by calming the sea, but his people overcame chaos by manifesting a new order that valued the dignity of all – rich and poor, male and female, Jew and Greek – and invited all into right relationship with God. Jesus revealed beauty as he healed bodies and reflected the glory of God, but his followers contributed to the beauty of the world and reflected the beauty of God by worshipping him with songs, hymns, and spiritual songs.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Skye Jethani, Futureville, p. 97-98.] 

A little later he says, “Imagine Christian educators bringing order, beauty, and abundance to schools so students and their families thrive. Imagine Christian business leaders cultivating industries that value people, pay them fairly, and steward natural resources. Imagine Christian artists creating works of beauty that lift the spirits of those who have endured war or disease. Imagine Christian civic leaders passing just laws to ensure evil is restrained and life-giving order is possible. . . [These Christians] would serve as signs of God’s presence in the world and his mission to redeem all things through the power of the resurrection of Christ.”[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Jethani, p. 112-113.] 

We take what Jesus began through miracles and, by the power of the Spirit in us, make it normal.
Just imagine the world that Skye Jethani writes about. A world where followers of Jesus make the miraculous – things like healing, learning, beauty, satisfaction – an every day occurrence. There is a saying I’ve heard that makes this point. Be the amen to your prayer. In other words, the gift of the Holy Spirit reminds us of the teachings of Jesus and empowers us to continue his work. As you pray, be part of the change you are praying for. 
Now imagine your neighbour next to you in this pew through this lens. They are a creature of the living Creator, beloved, and with the same potential to be filled with the presence of God. The gift of the Spirit also helps us to see the same Spirit present in creation and in others around us. As you walk through your day, look for evidence of life, and bless it in prayer.
Then circle back to being part of the change you are praying for.  
This is what the Spirit does. It reveals the house of God with many rooms, the presence of God in each and every person, in the fullness of creation, in day-to-day life. Because I am first called to someone, I can see that same One in whatever somewhere, or in whatever somewhat, I find myself in. 

Newsletter Reflection
This week Troy said that our primary calling is to someone, rather than to something, or somewhere. As God makes his dwelling with us, he makes us a contrast to the world because of how we love, and it makes the things we do in his name holy, whether that is working, playing, eating, grieving, or celebrating. 
Pray the prayer of St. Patrick, asking God to make his dwelling with you so that you can be the contrast to the world. But don’t end there. Ask the Holy Spirit to show you God’s presence in those around you as well. 
The Prayer of St. Patrick
Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me,
Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ on my right, Christ on my left,
Christ where I lie, Christ where I sit, Christ where I arise,
Christ in the heart of everyone who thinks of me,
Christ in the mouth of every one who speaks to me,
Christ in every eye that sees me,
Christ in every ear that hears me.
Salvation is of the Lord.
Salvation is of the Christ.
May your salvation, Lord, be ever with us.
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