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What does Jesus do with perfect power, and limited time?
A few pastors I’ve talked to joke about the last sermon they will preach before they retire. It’s usually a feisty, unfiltered mashup of all the things they wish they had the freedom to say but didn’t feel they could. If it isn’t getting the last word in a series of long-standing grudges, then the more mature pastors go out preaching whatever it is they feel is the core message, the most important, foundational truth, they know. I was just watching Bruce’s last sermon. Bruce was one of the mature ones. He asked us to remember that in Jesus we have good news of great joy for all people.
Jesus is also pretty mature. We’ve read many times in John that Jesus’ hour had not yet come.[footnoteRef:1] Suddenly, in chapter 12 Jesus declares that the hour of his glorification has come. We might picture a grand coronation, calling heaven’s armies to battle, shining faces like Moses, the Lion of Judah roaring as he takes his throne. But we don’t. Now in chapter 13 Jesus begins to show us what that hour of his glory looks like. As we go through the story today, keep in mind that this is the last time Jesus will be able to teach his disciples directly. This is not only Jesus’ last supper with them, but also his last sermon. And he shares what, to him, are the most important things with his closest friends. With perfect power and limited time, this is what Jesus does. [1:  First in the wedding at Cana where he turned the water into wine (John 2:4). We see this again in John 7:6, 7:8, 7:30 and 8:20.] 

As I wash Mike’s feet, I’d like you to think about what it is like to watch this happen. Do you wish it was you being washed? Doing the washing? Have you seen this before outside of a church context? What do you imagine going through my mind? Mike’s? Kimberley’s?
Washing Feet
What is the deal with actual foot washing? There are only two places in Canadian society where I can think of foot washing happening. One is in churches. The other is in medical situations. In any teaching I’ve ever heard on foot washing, it has to do with the amazing humility of Jesus. Rather than accepting the entitlements and privileges of his rank, Jesus embarks on a journey of downward mobility; the word of God put on flesh, now strips himself of his rabbi’s robes and girds himself with a towel, and takes a task on himself that even Jewish servants would turn their nose up at. Even so, it is not astonishing that the God of all is washing feet. Washing feet is precisely why Jesus came to begin with. John starts of this story with the phrase, “having loved those who were his own, he loved them to the very end.” This is how he loved them. 
Yes, this story is about servant leadership, but that is not what drew me in this week.
I could not get away from this verse:
“Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  John 13:8b.] 

Jesus is taking an act of humility, and making it a metaphor for something deeper.
Is there anyone included in Jesus’ act of profound love that surprises you?
How about verse 11: “For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not everyone was clean.”
Is there a biblical idea that combines making someone clean, humility, and becoming part of the kingdom of God with Jesus? You tell me. I want to see if I’m the only one who sees this.
I think that this passage is also about forgiveness and grace. If we do not allow Jesus to take away our sin, we can have no part of his kingdom. It is that simple. 
But it takes a great deal of humility to ask for, and be given, forgiveness. We have to acknowledge that we are in the wrong. And that hurts the pride!
It also takes an incredible humility to extend forgiveness to Judas, even knowing what he is about to do, and is not even sorry about it! Jesus offers even Judas the chance to have a part of the kingdom with him. 
In order to receive the blessing of the kingdom of Jesus we need Jesus to make us clean. 
Peter’s extremes
“He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”
Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.”
“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”
“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  John 13:6-8] 

With the change being forced on him, Peter isn’t really at his best. But he is at his most relatable! Jesus has to pull him back from two extremes – the extreme of NEVER! and the other extreme of EVERYTHING! 
Jesus’ answer is very interesting. 
“Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.”[footnoteRef:4] [4:  John 13:10.] 

WASH, RINSE
When I meditate on this, I began to see the bath as the salvation Jesus offers. His coming death on the cross is the sacrifice that will make us clean. The foot washing, though, is a daily occurrence. This is the regular rhythm of confession, repentance, and forgiveness that makes up the life of a believer and their God. 
It brings to mind the last two years for us as a church. For many of us, we haven’t been at our best as we wrestle with decisions being made, or decisions not being made, the slow pace of change, the fast pace of change, knowing too much, or knowing too little. There really is no way to come through two years of change without getting muddy feet. 
I believe that we, like the disciples, are clean. We’ve had a bath – that is, most of us have committed to Jesus as our God and Lord. We are clean in our intentions and desires: we cherish this church, our legacy in Lethbridge, the faith of those who have built it up to today, and our joyful hope in our future. We typically love each other, we give generously to the ministries, and we give our time. We want to be good followers of Jesus. 
We also get it wrong sometimes. Especially when our priority is not shared by others, or our idea is not adopted, or our preference is not reflected in worship, or prayer, or dress code, or, or, or. . . and like Peter, we respond in the moment. It is out of the best of intentions, but it is still wrong. 
These moments become anchors. Just like our object lesson, they hold us back, create tension, and occupy too much of our thinking as we try to reach our goal. And we cannot do what we need to or want to until the anchor is removed. Tell me, what are some of the things, categories, that might hold us in the past?
I’m thinking of things like:
Anger: we disagree with a decision or action, and we feel offended, either ourselves or on behalf of someone. We want the offender to suffer consequences, because, justice! But it doesn’t come. So we keep anger burning.
Resentment: someone that we don’t want to be a blessing to because of something in our past, or their past. A Judas in our lives.
Disappointment: when things do not turn out the way we want or think, we can get stuck in animosity, hold grudges, or antagonism. 
Ill Spoken words: things that we have said, done, or thought, which have torn another down instead of building them up. Words, thoughts, or actions, done in anger or frustration instead of grace and kindness. Some of us here may be holding on to anger, animosities, or grudges that even predate our transition, or extend beyond our church family. Not many, if any, of us have come through this season perfectly.
Hurt: It is not just what we have done that can anchor us in the past. It may also be what was done to us; we cannot move forward unless we deal with Judas, the one who does wrong to us, whether they are repentant or not. We must forgive as we are forgiven. This means to let go of our sense of entitlement to bring consequences on someone who has wronged us and let God handle justice and mercy according to his perfect love. 
Grief, loss: I’ve included loss because we can get stuck in grief and loss even though it is good and natural to grieve. I would not talk about repenting from grief and loss; however I would recognize that we need Jesus to rescue us from hopeless lament that will not release us. We need Jesus to find us in our lost grieving and give us hope for goodness in different and new realities.
So we need to have our feet washed. That is, we need to repent of sin, extend forgiveness, and be relieved from sadness. The story of Jesus and Peter arguing over a foot washing has a serious message in its humour: being washed by Jesus is an ongoing habit of repentance and forgiveness, and it is not optional for those wanting the kingdom of God. Remember what Psalm 51 says: “You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. My sacrifice, o God, is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart you, God, will not despise.”[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  Psalm 51:16-17.] 

It doesn’t stop there. 
At the end of our service, we are going to take time to bless each other. We cannot offer blessing to people if we are still anchored by sin, either our own or theirs! The handbells are going to play a song for us, giving us space to allow God to deal with us. Let us confess our sin, release others in forgiveness, hold the past with open hands, and allow Jesus to wash our feet.
REPEAT:
If you need to go seek forgiveness from someone, please do not let this opportunity pass you by. And if you need more prayer to ask Jesus to help you give forgiveness, please come up after the service – we have people here to pray with you. 
“Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.”[footnoteRef:6] [6:  John 13:14-15.] 

Friends, our hour has come. Today marks our watershed moment where we shift out of search mode into move on mode. I mentioned Bruce’s last sermon earlier, which I take as a kind of blessing: that we would move into the AB era, the after Bruce era, as good news of great joy for all people. To be faithful to the ministry of those who came before, we renew our commitment to our ministry as FirstB of today. 
We have had a bath. We are committed to following Jesus personally, and in community. We have had our feet washed, confessing and forgiving sin. 
Now we repeat what Jesus has done for us. We want to be that safe place where people can come and encounter the living God. We want to take care of each other in genuine love and compassion. We want to hear the truth of God taught in our small groups, services, and ministries. We want to be a blessing to our community, because we have good news, and we are supposed to be good news! 
And we want to commit ourselves to first, welcoming, then supporting, and finally, following, the leadership that God has brought to us. Throughout the search process we saw a lot of things in Mike that give us hope. However, Mike is not a genie in a bottle, waiting to be released and fulfill our wishlist! Neither is he our personal ChatGPT, doing all the things we ask, only 5% wrong. 
Friends, God has given us Mike, but God has also given Mike us! To become the church that God created us to be, we need to follow the example of Jesus and give ourselves wholeheartedly to serving others. From the lead pastor, congregation, senior to infant, member, attender, or guest, anyone who calls Lethbridge FirstB their church, our hope is to be the blessing we have received. 
Let’s start today. For our final song, please turn to face each other. As we sing these words of blessing, sing over each other. You are family, brothers and sisters. Let’s bless each other at this new beginning.
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