Filled to the Brim
John 6:1-24

It feels ironic to me that this service is so packed full of good things. As we planned it out, we kept finding one more thing that needed to fit. We were full, but it was all amazing goodness! So it is fitting to study this feast in the wilderness, with a huge crowd filled to bursting.
People’s bellies are not the only thing filled up to complete satisfaction. Prophecy is like a bowl, a container waiting to be filled with the reality it points to. Our first hyperlink to the Old Testament is the people of God are again being fed bread in the wilderness, just like in Exodus. 
It is very striking that even such a huge crowd can’t put even a dent in the feast – there is still enough left over for a full feast to happen again! And this is after each person had enough to eat. That’s a bit of an understatement! In verse 12, the Greek word for “had enough to eat” is epiplemi. This means to fill something so full that need and hunger disappear. It is complete satisfaction. 
The sign? Jesus is satisfying, he is filling up, all the roles and expectations of God with us. Where God is, provision is. 
However, the people miss the point. Why did the crowd follow Jesus? It was to see the show, and to get a free meal. For Jesus, these carnival tricks are not the end goal – he, like Gandalf the Grey in Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings, is no mere conjuror of cheap tricks, but is actually the God who commands nature, walks on the waves of chaos and brings order and peace. With access to Almighty God in fullness of relationship, to seek after simple miracles is like going to Idaho, and getting only carrots!
Instead of seeing the God of creation providing for them, the crowd sees an opportunity. They shrink Jesus to fit their story. Instead of the king, they see Jesus as a king – a king that they can pin down to be their king – an advantage to be kept for themselves and under their control, not shared. 
This is not the point! So Jesus gets more graphic – walking on water. 
Look at all the senses that John engages! Darkness, strong wind and waves, no safety in sight for miles. 
Sounds like Genesis 1:2: The earth was formless and void, and the Spirit of God hovered over the deep. 
Deep darkness, endless water, no safety or direction. And suddenly, hope appears as light – a reference point, a direction to go for something different, an end to the endless chaos of the deep dark. 
John 1:2-5: He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
Who is Jesus? He is God’s Word (that is, his very intent, his purpose, his essence) in the flesh. He is the promised one, God’s anointed son (note in the Greek, there is a difference between children – teknon – and son – huios. We are God’s children, who are the beloved offspring and image of God. Jesus is God’s son, all the status as a child plus a legal position of authority and purpose.). 
Seven times in John, Jesus makes the audacious claim that he is none other than YHWH Elohim, Creator of Heaven and Earth, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the voice that calls to Moses in the burning bush, the eternal God of the beginning and the end.[footnoteRef:1] Jesus is the absolute center, the fulcrum, of the gospel, of history. Jesus makes this claim saying, “ego ami,” translated I Am in all English translations. This is the name God gave Moses at the burning bush. He is no mere local king, not even a mere godling, bringing cheap miracles and no staying power. [1:  These are the seven “I Am” statements in John: John 6:35, 8:12; 10:7-9, 11-14; 11:25; 14:6; 15:5. The Greek words, Ἐγώ εἰμι, is the same phrase given for the name of God in Exo 3:14, LXX. ] 

And he wants us filled to the brim with his goodness and provision. But to be filled with the goodness of God, two things have to happen first.
First, we have to recognize and understand who Jesus is. He claims to be the very same as God the Father.[footnoteRef:2] Any Christian gospel centers on this foundational truth. [2:  See John 10:30, for which claim the Jews were ready to stone him to death. Also John 14:9.] 

Second, we need to respond to this truth claim with repentance, which means turning away from one path, and deliberately walking the other way. In John’s Gospel, the people prepared for the arrival of their messiah by being baptized in the Jordan River to show their repentance, and submission to God.  
Today, we are going to witness one of the greatest joys I can imagine as a pastor – a sister being obedient to this same step of baptism. In John, the baptism of water was one of identification and preparation. 
It identifies us with the community of the people of God, all the way back to the escape of the Jewish people crossing the Red Sea, and the establishment of God’s kingdom in their crossing the Jordan. An individual goes down into the water, where life is not possible, and a valued member of God’s people rises back up. 
In preparation, I love the example that Angela gave us. We are created in God’s image with a glorious purpose. But over time, we become distracted and distorted, needing to be cleaned so that we can be useful to our God-made purpose. When we are baptized, a person snared by habits and actions that separate them from God and creation sinks below the water as an act of repentance from these distortions, or sin. That person enacts their death to this distorted way of living, and is raised up to live instead filled with the goodness, the character, the Holy Spirit, of God. 
This repentance, this act of submission, prepares us to be filled with what God has for us, so that we can be who he made us to be in his creation. It covers our entire body, showing that we are in full submission to God’s purpose.
As we move into a time of witness, welcoming Kimberly with the rite of baptism, I encourage you to take this time to think about your own relationship with God. Listen closely for the Holy Spirit to lead you towards God’s filling.
Can you more fully recognize Jesus as God, creator, saviour, and provider, in what you think, do, or say?
Do you need to repent of what needs to change? What thoughts, attitudes, words or actions, need to go, need to stop, need to be turned away from, so that there is room only for what God offers? 
How can you prepare for God to fill you? What habits does the Spirit invite you to grow, so you become more open to the Spirit?
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