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Transition Update
Just before I bring you a message from God’s word, I want to give you an update on our Search Process for our Lead Pastor. We have now posted the role with over one-hundred-twenty-five locations or persons. We have received about twelve responses, many of which are unsuitable for the role and some we will follow up. But we would still like to see more responses. Here is where we need everyone’s help. First, pray that the right person sees this posting. Then, please go to our website where you will see the role posted under “We’re Hiring.” Send the link to anyone who might be able to help us find a suitable pastor. Even if you think it might have already been sent to that person or group, send it again and get the word out. Applicants can send their resume to search@firstB.net.

Zechariah
My task today as the preacher is to preach from the book of Zechariah. The book of Zechariah is classified as a minor prophet, but it has fourteen chapters and a great deal of content that is quoted elsewhere in the Bible. It is just barely a minor prophetic work. Some of you have told me that you try to read the text ahead of time to be prepared for the sermon. This week would have been a longer reading.

The book of Zechariah deals with events that occurred after the Babylonian exile when the people were returning to their homeland. In Ezra 5:1-2 we read that Zechariah and Haggai together motivated the people to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem after some of the people had returned there from Babylon.

Now we know that the Babylonian Empire was hard on the people of Israel. The people were taken into captivity and away from their ways of life. But we should also remember that God used the Babylonian Empire to create a time of peace in the known world. Just as God used the Roman Empire to bring peace at the time of Jesus’ birth, God used the Babylonian empire to create a time of peace when the people could return to Jerusalem and rebuild their temple and return to following God.

At this time, Joshua was the high priest, and Zerubbabel was the one in charge of the rebuilding of the temple. They both encouraged the people to once again return to God.

Now preaching from the entire book of Zechariah in one sermon is impossible but this offers us a unique opportunity to talk about what to look for when you are studying your bible, and particularly the Old Testament. In my own devotional reading, I often read one chapter of the OT, one chapter of the Psalms, and one chapter of the NT. This helps to keep things fresh for me. But there is also a place for reading a whole book of the Bible in one sitting and studying it deeper.

So, let’s talk about a lengthy minor prophet like Zechariah. How do we approach it? First, let’s remember that all the minor prophets are connected to each other. We need to remember the insights we received from Joel or Nahum or others that apply here? Remember to look for recurring concepts like “the day of the Lord” and how that applies here. Look for the recurrence of words like justice, mercy, and love. What are the big statements of the minor prophets that resound through all of history?

Looking for Jesus in the Old Testament
Today, I want to give you another method for understanding Old Testament passages. This message today will be part Bible study and part teaching. I want to suggest to you that we look for Jesus in the book of Zechariah. 

Standing where we stand at this point in history, we know that the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus is a hinge point of all history. If that is the case, then we can look for indications of this hinge point in any book of the Bible. So, today, let me take you through selections of Zechariah that point to Jesus. There are lots of them.

Let’s start with Zechariah 4:6.

“Then he said to me, “This is what the Lord says to Zerubbabel: It is not by force nor by strength, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies.”


Now, remember that Zerubbabel was the construction boss. The guy in charge of rebuilding the temple. He had experienced opposition from the Babylonian Governor. He might have been tempted to think that they would not be able to accomplish the work of rebuilding the Temple. 

Here Zerubbabel is reminded that he cannot trust in the force of earthly armies to protect him while he rebuilds the temple. He must trust in the Spirit of God and his heavenly armies to protect the people of Israel. It sounds a lot like words we heard in Nahum a few weeks ago. Nahum 1:7 says, “The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him.” Zerubbabel’s trust must be in the Lord.

It is a good reminder for us as well. We don’t trust in our processes, our systems, our organisation. We trust in God. I need to be reminded about this as we trust that God will provide us with a suitable Lead Pastor. We do our work and trust that God will lead us to the right person. It is not by might, not by power, but by the Spirit that we will persevere here.

And in Zechariah 4:6, who is this Spirit to which the passage points? The passage says, “It is not by force nor by strength, but by my Spirit….” Of course, the Spirit is the same part of the trinity that has been at work in Genesis hovering over creation, it is the same Spirit that falls on the disciples at Pentecost, the same Spirit (called the Spirit of Jesus) that directs the missionaries in Acts 16:7, and the same Spirit that gives us guidance in our lives in John 16:13. 
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit are there in Zechariah chapter 4.

Let’s look at another passage from Zechariah.

“Rejoice, O people of Zion! Shout in triumph, O people of Jerusalem! Look, your king is coming to you. He is righteous and victorious, yet he is humble, riding on a donkey— riding on a donkey’s colt.”


Here we see a passage that relates directly to the Messiah yet to come in Zechariah’s time and the one we know as Jesus. Matthew’s gospel makes direct reference to this passage when Matthew describes Jesus’ triumphal entry in Jerusalem. We read about this in Matthew 21:4-11.
This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:
“Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you,
gentle and riding on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. They brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!”
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”
Zechariah 9:9 looks forward to this moment in which the humble Messiah rides into Jerusalem on a donkey.
Let’s look at one more passage in Zechariah that points to the fulfillment of all things through the work of Jesus. Zechariah 14:6-9 says,
“On that day the sources of light will no longer shine, yet there will be continuous day! Only the Lord knows how this could happen. There will be no normal day and night, for at evening time it will still be light. On that day life-giving waters will flow out from Jerusalem, half toward the Dead Sea and half toward the Mediterranean, flowing continuously in both summer and winter. And the Lord will be king over all the earth. On that day there will be one Lord—his name alone will be worshiped.”


The Apostle John would know these words from Zechariah 14 about a new Kingdom in which there would be no need for sun or moon but there would always be light and a place where life-giving waters flowed out from Jerusalem.

In Revelation 21, Jesus instructs John to write

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and the old earth had disappeared. And the sea was also gone. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven like a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is now among his people! He will live with them, and they will be his people. God himself will be with them. He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone forever.” And the one sitting on the throne said, “Look, I am making everything new!” And then he said to me, “Write this down, for what I tell you is trustworthy and true.” And he also said, “It is finished! I am the Alpha and the Omega—the Beginning and the End. To all who are thirsty I will give freely from the springs of the water of life…. And the city has no need of sun or moon, for the glory of God illuminates the city, and the Lamb is its light.”

So, you see, a good study of the book of Zechariah can lead us to principles we see in the New Testament. We can find Jesus in Zechariah. We saw a reference to the Holy Spirit, a reference to the Messiah riding into Jerusalem on a donkey colt, and a reference to the new heaven and new earth where the trinity of God, the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit illuminates. All of that and more is in just one book of the OT.
A Specific Message for Us Today
But I need to make this sermon more practical. Let’s think about Zechariah 12:10 for a few moments and see what it has to offer for our spiritual growth.
10 “And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son. 
Meditating upon this one verse of scripture can be valuable for spiritual growth. It brings many more passages to mind. We think about the crucifixion of Jesus in any of the gospel accounts. The “one who was pierced,” brings to mind John 19:37. “‘They will look on him whom they have pierced.’” Which is a reference to Zechariah and to the crucifixion of Jesus. The part about grief regarding the one who was pierced brings to mind the people who responded to Peter’s sermon in Acts 2. The people responded in grief and asked what they should do. Peter replies, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” Acts 2:38, 39. 
Thus, Zechariah speaks of Jesus who was pierced for our sins and made it possible for the Holy Spirit to be poured out upon our lives.
The first part of Zechariah 12:10 says, “And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication….” This part reminds us why Jesus died on the cross. He died so that grace could be poured out and so that our prayers could be answered. 
This is the kind of message I need to hear daily. It is the message I need to hear from multiple locations in the Bible to remind me that people have been looking to God and calling out to him for centuries and millennia. 
He is that same good God who offers grace, who answers prayer, who came and lived among us as Jesus the Messiah. Because Jesus was pierced and died on the cross, I can have forgiveness for ways in which I have hurt others and sinned against God. He gives me grace when I fail. He is the God who puts his Spirit in me to guide my life. 
Does anyone else need that? We all need the forgiveness, we all need grace, we all need the Holy Spirit. And our good God, tells us about these things throughout the entire Bible. Let us praise this God who has been working with his people for many millennia. Let us pray.

