
April 4: Jesus on Trial 

Gather: Bible, paper, pen, Optional: extra resources  

Introduction: It is that time of year when we celebrate how Jesus died and rose again 
to save us from our sin and give us a way to be with God once more. Today, we will 
focus on Jesus dying on the cross and what it means for us. Below are some resources 
to give you ideas and make you think (Caution: do not take these sources as fact, 
simply use them to help think through things more thoroughly) 
 
Resources 

• https://www.bible.ca/doctrine-six-trials-of-jesus-3-jewish-guilty-3-roman-
innocent.htm 

• https://www.blueletterbible.org/faq/don_stewart/don_stewart_792.cfm 
• https://biblicalmissiology.org/2013/02/11/son-of-god-in-the-old-

testament/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIsob3jOe87wIVQz2tBh1RkwhmEAAYAiAAEgLJ2fD
_BwE 

 
 
Jesus’ on Trial 

Jesus made some serious waves throughout his life, as h claimed to be the Son of God 
and shook up the Jewish leaders with their excessive focus on law and custom. The 
Jewish leaders wanted him dead, his followers wanted him to save them from the 
Romans. As we know from the Bible, in the end he was crucified – convicted of crimes 
he did not commit. Today we are taking a look at the trials of Jesus and the reasons for 
conviction versus reason he was innocent. Your task is to pick a side and argue it.  
 
You do not have to believe the side you argue, the object is to understand the 
evidence and thoughts behind the viewpoint. Below are some verses to help you 
understand each side’s thoughts, and some things to think about.  
 
 
Jesus is Guilty: 

Passages: 
• If Jesus is Messiah Jewish leader authority & religious system is challenged: 

o John 7:48-49 (crowds are ignorant) 
o Matthew 12:23-24 
o John 2:13-17 
o Mark 3:1-6 

• Jesus associates with the wrong people 
o Luke 7:39 
o Matthew 11:19 

• Arrest & Trial:  
o Mark 14:43-15:15 
o Matthew 26:47-68 
o Matthew 27:11-26 
o Luke 23:1-25 

 



Thoughts: 
• The Jewish leaders wanted him dead for blasphemy, but they needed the 

Romans to convict of something to have him executed. So, they wanted 
him charged with treason/sedition.  

 
 
 
Jesus is Innocent:  
 Passages: 

• He is innocent, they can only find false testimony and no fault to convict 
him: 

o Mark 14:48-49 
o Mark 14:55-64 
o Mathew 26:56-68 
o Matthew 27:11-26 
o Luke 23:1-25 

• Jesus is who he says he is: 
o Even the demons testify: Mark 1:24 
o Angels say he is: Luke 1:35 
o Zechariah 9:9 & Luke 19:35-37 
o Isaiah 7:14 & Matthew 1:18, 21-23 

 
Thoughts 

• Jesus should not be convicted of blasphemy. He should not be punished 
under Jewish law. 

• Jesus has to be convicted of treason to be sentenced to death. Even with 
a conviction of blasphemy, it is not enough for the Romans to execute 
him.  

 
 
Result: Based on the side you chose and what you prepared, which side do you think 
should have won? 

Regardless of the fairness of the conviction, Jesus was convicted and sentenced to 
death on the cross. Next week we will explore more about what that actually means.  

 

Prayer: Pray your response to what you have learned. If there are parts of the story you 
don’t understand, talk to God about it, let him know what confuses you and ask for 
clarity.   
 
Memory Verse:  John 19:4. “Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews gathered 
there, ‘Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a 
charge against him.’” 
 
Challenge: Think about your life. Are you who you say you are? If you say you are a 
Christian, a believer in Jesus – are you living like it? Each day this week, examine the 
events throughout the day and see if how you live agrees with what you say. 


