
April 4: Disciples Character Study Part 2 

Gather: Bible, paper, pen, Optional: resources on passages/disciples (suggestions 
below) 

Introduction: Welcome to part 2 of our 2 week series on the 12 Disciples! Today we’ll 
look at what the disciples did and what we can learn from them. 
 
Resources 

• Blueletterbible.org 
• Biblehub.com/commentaries 
• Studylight.org/commentaries.html 

 
Review 

Last week we looked at who the disciples were, their occupations and even a passage 
that told us a bit more about them. Who are the 12 disciples and what did they do? 
Match the name below to their occupation: 

James son of Zebedee Zealot 

Matthew Unknown 

Bartholomew Thief/treasurer 

Judas Unknown 

Thomas Fisherman 

John Fisherman 

Philip Fisherman 

Peter Possibly Fisherman 

Simon Unknown 

James son of Alphaeus Tax Collector 

Andrew Possibly Fisherman 

Thaddeus Fisherman 

 

Jesus’ Words to the Disciples 

We can learn a lot about the disciples as we see Jesus’ instructions to them and what 
he entrusted them with. We also learn through his words of rebuke. We learn a lot about 
Jesus’ plan for his disciples in Matthew 10. Read the passage and answer questions 
below: 
 

• What did Jesus give his disciples authority to do (verse 1)? 

 

 



o Why do you think he wanted them to do these things? 
 
 
 

• What tasks were they to perform as they went throughout Israel (verses 7-14)? 

 

 

o Why did Jesus not want them to take money, or travel bag with extra 
clothes? What was the point of that? 

 

 
• What warnings were they given (verses 16-25)? 

 

 

o After hearing about the things to come, what hesitations or fears do you 
think they might have had? 

 

 

• And how were they to deal with the hardships (verses 26-31)? 

 

 

• Who is not worthy to be a disciple (verses 37-39)? 

 

 

• What are the rewards, the benefits given to those who follow (verses 40-42)? 

 

 

 

 

As you follow the stories throughout the New Testament we do see much of the things 
above happen. We see the disciples doing what Jesus has asked of them and 
undergoing persecution, as will the disciples that come after. These instructions and 
warnings did not scare them off from following Jesus and that speaks a lot to who they 
were and what they were willing to do.  



Pick one of the passages below. Each of them gives us another glimpse into who the 
disciples were and what they were like. You may wish to look at some commentaries or 
other sources to help you understand what’s going on in these passages. See the 
above list of resources for a few links with thoughts on the passage. As you read the 
passage think about what that says about the disciple(s) then answer the following 
questions: 

1. Is there a characteristic you think is good to strive for?  
2. Or an area for growth?  
3. Do you identify with this characteristic? 

Passages: 

• John 18:1-10 
• Luke 9:51-56 
• John 14:1-10 

• John 20:3-9 
• Acts 12:1-12 

 

 

So Now What? 

On the left are some things the disciples may have done in the past. Beside each, in the 
right hand column, write down how you might do something similar as a modern-day 
disciple: 

 

Original 12 You 
Went to places like Ethiopia to 
preach the Gospel.  

 

Healed those who were sick.  

Started churches.  

Were committed to Scripture 
and learning. 

 

Ate and prayed together.  

Served humbly.  

Stood strong through 
persecution. 

 

 

Whether you start a Bible study group or spend time praying for people who are sick or 
broken-hearted, there are many ways that you can follow the example of the early 
disciples.  

 



Prayer: List the qualities of disciples that you hope to emulate in your own life. Pray to 
God for ways to develop those and opportunities to show them. Ask for help to 
overcome the obstacles that make it difficult. 

 

Memory Verse:  Matthew 10:16-20. “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. 
Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves. Be on your guard; you will 
be handed over to the local councils and be flogged in the synagogues. On my 
account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to 
the Gentiles. But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. 
At that time you will be given what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of 
your Father speaking through you.” 

 

Challenge: Pick one of the things you wrote in the righthand column above to do this 
week! 


