
March 28: Disciples Character Study Part 1 

Gather: Bible, resources on Disciples if desired, paper, pen 

Introduction: Welcome to our 2 week series on the 12 Disciples! We’ll be focusing mostly 
on who they are as people and how they interacted with/responded to Jesus. 

 
Calling the 12. 

Look through the passages and fill out the table below: 

Passages: Matthew 10:1-4, Matthew 4:18-22, John 12:4-6, John 21:1-3 

Disciple Occupation (pre or post-Jesus) 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

(Having trouble finding answers? See the table at the end of the document) 

 

The 12 above are the ones that Jesus called to follow him and be his closest friends. He 
trained them, guided them and sent them out into the world to spread the Gospel. 

 

 

 



Here are some quick tidbits about each disciple. Read the bolded passages for each 
and in the space below, write what that tells you about that man: 

1. Thaddeus: We know very little about Thaddeus. All we know is from these 
passages: Matthew 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:16; John 14:22; Acts 1:13. For the most 
part, he is just part of a list. In John 14:22 we hear him speak. 

 
 

2. Matthew: as you know now, he was a tax collector. He is also credited with 
writing the Gospel of Matthew. Matthew 10:3. Why do you think he was 
mentioned as being a tax collector when not everyone else’s occupations were 
listed? 
 
 
 

3. James son of Alphaeus: Here is another disciple we know little about. He was 
mentioned in the lists of the Apostles (Matthew 10:2-4; Mark 3:14-19; Luke 6:13-16; 
Acts 1:13-16). Beyond that, there is much speculation about who he was. Some 
think he may have been brother to Jesus, others think he may have been brother 
to Matthew. We really don’t know. 
 
 

4. Bartholomew: unknown occupation, son of Talmai, lived in Cannon Galilee. He 
was also called Nathanael (his first name). Read Matthew 10:3, Mark 3:18, Luke 
6:14, Acts 1:13, and John 1:47-49. Note who is mentioned with him in every 
instance. 
 
 

5. James & John – Sons of Zebedee: Mark 1:20,  
a. They are called the “Sons of Thunder” in Mark 3:17. What do you think this 

tells us about them personalities? 
 
 

b. We don’t hear much about James, specifically. He was there with Peter 
and John when Jesus raised the girl from the dead in Mark 5:37 and he 
was there for the Transfiguration in Matthew 17:1. He was also in the 
Garden of Gethsemane with Jesus, before Jesus’ death (Mark 14:33). We 
do see a little more about him in Acts 12:1-3 when we see he is the first of 
the disciples to be martyred.  
 
 

c. John: known as the beloved disciple, part of Jesus’ inner circle. Credited 
with writing John, 1,2,3 John and Revelation.  

i. Check out Acts 4:13 for a tidbit about John. 
 
 



6. Andrew: Peter’s brother and a fisherman. He was present in the Upper Room to 
pray after Jesus was taken to Heaven (Acts 1:13-14). Here are two other 
appearances: John 1:41 and 6:8-9. 

 

7. Judas: Treasurer of the group (John 12:5-6), son of Simon. He betrayed Jesus for 
30 piece of silver and hanged himself after.  
 
 

8. Peter (Cephas, Rock, Simon): He was part of Jesus’ inner circle. He denied Jesus 
3 times before his crucifixion. Credited with writing 1 & 2 Peter. After the 
Pentecost, we see Peter become strong and courageous. Matthew 19:23-30. 

 

9. Phillip: Another one we don’t know a lot about his background. We do learn 
about him in John 14:8, Acts 8:4-8 and 26-40.  

 

10. Simon the Zealot: His occupation is unknown but we know he was a Zealot, 
which hints at a passion for politics. Acts 1:13 

 

11. Thomas: Born a twin and also known as Didymus (John 20:24). He was present at 
the raising of Lazarus from the dead and in the upper room when Jesus 
appeared to his disciples (when he became known as Doubting Thomas). John 
20:25 

 

Take a look at what you learned from each disciple. What does it say about God and 
these people that they came from such a variety of places, have a variety of 
personalities, and they aren’t perfect people?  

 

Prayer: Talk to God about your response to his chosen 12. 

 

Memory Verse:  Matthew 10:6-8. “Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. As you go, 
proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ Heal the sick, raise the 
dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; 
freely give.” 

 

Challenge: Pick a trait from one of the disciples that you want more of in your life. Pray 
about it and work on developing it. Perhaps it’s a deeper faith, maybe courage – 
whatever it is, see how you can grow it! 



 

Disciples Occupation (pre or post-Jesus) 
Simon Peter Fisherman 
Andrew Fisherman 
James son of Zebedee Fisherman 
John Fisherman 
Philip Unknown 
Bartholomew (Nathanael) Possibly fisherman 
Thomas Possibly fisherman 
Matthew Tax collector 
James son of Alphaeus Unknown 
Thaddaeus (also known as 
Judas or Jude Thaddaeus) 

Unknown 

Simon the Zealot Zealot (not an occupation but potentially involved in politics) 
Judas Iscariot Thief/treasurer 

 


