
January 3: Music in the Bible 

Gather: Bible, concordance or internet search 

Introduction:  

When you think of music in your life, what comes to mind? When do you use or listen to 
music? Is it for enjoyment? Worship? Celebration? For all sorts of emotions? Do you use it 
as a way to share something with people? Or is it more of something you use by 
yourself? 
 
The subject of music is something we see throughout the Old and New Testaments. As 
we look through the Bible, we find accounts of musicians, song lyrics, mentions of songs 
and singing, and learn about the purpose of music. Today, we will explore a bit of what 
we find about music in the Bible and what that means for us. 
 
Music in the Bible 

Where do you see music in the Bible? What stories or passages can you think of that 
involve music? 

 

Let’s take a look at some of the places and ways music appears in the Bible. Read the 
following passages and note what the purpose of the music is in each case: (you may 
wish to read a bit more of the surrounding passages to get a better understanding of 
the context) 

• 1 Chronicles 25 (hint: focus on verse 6) 
• 2 Kings 3:15-19 
• Ezra 3:10-11 
• Deuteronomy 32:1-47 
• 1 Samuel 18:6-7 
• 1 Samuel 16:23 
• 1 Kings 1:39-40 
• Nehemiah 4:20 
• Matthew 26:26-30 
• Luke 15:25-27 
• Ephesians 5:19 
• Revelation 15:1-4 

More references are listed at the end of the lesson. 

In the selections above and more, we find music is used to celebrate, praise, worship, 
ministry, mourn, in coronation of new kings, soothe, remember what God has done, 
when prophesying, and as a warning. 

 

In what ways have music’s purpose changed; or in what ways are not necessary for it to 
be used in your life? Thinking about how it’s used in the Bible, what are some similarities 
to its purpose in your life now? 



Music is a tool we use for communication. It can communicate good or bad messages, 
feelings, and more. We often talk about music in the context of worshipping God, but it 
can be more than that for us. Music is a gift from God that is also there for our 
enjoyment. When you listen to music just for fun, what kind of music do you listen to?  

 

We do want to make sure the music we listen to contains good messages and isn’t full 
of things that lead us away from God. It’s also important to remember that music is also 
there for us to express feelings through. We might be angry, sad, in mourning or more. 
There is a place for music to help us work through those feelings or say the things we 
want to say. Your challenge is to use discernment in the music you use so it doesn’t 
come between you and your relationship with God. As you go through the week, take 
notice of the music you are drawn to. Ask yourself: 

• What purpose does this music serve? (worship, expression, enjoyment, calming, 
celebration, etc.) 

• Does it contain values that line up with God’s desire for us or does it have 
content I should be avoiding? 

Memory Verse: Being engaged with our spirits and minds and being aware of the 
meaning in our music is important just as it is in our prayers. With this in mind, our memory 
verse this week is:  

1 Corinthians 14:15. “So what shall I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will also pray with 
my understanding; I will sing with my spirit, but I will also sing with my understanding.” 

 

Prayer: Sing or play a song of prayer! Or listen and pray along with one. 

 

Challenge: Delete songs on your playlists that draw you away from God. Add songs 
that draw you towards him. Your music doesn’t have to directly talk about God, but the 
concepts and morals should reflect things that are pleasing to Him. 

 

More music references: 

• Exodus 15:1-18 
• Judges 11:34 (Jephtha’s 

daughter) 
• Song of Solomon (the whole 

book) 
• 1 Chronicles 15:16; 23:5 
• 1 Kings 4:32 (Solomon) 
• Exodus 32:17-18 
• Isaiah 5:12 
• Joshua 6:1-20 
• Colossians 3:15-17 

• James 5:13 
• Acts 16:25-26 
• Nehemiah 12:27-30 
• Revelation 5:9-10 


