September 10, 2020
Surprise! It’s already September 10! How did that happen???
This would normally be our annual “Kick Off Sunday”! Typically, we’d have games for the kids
outside, a breakfast, and much more. This year it’s a bit different. We are, however, choosing
to celebrate some of the unexpected, good surprises that some of us have experienced over the
past few months. In our services – in-person and online – we’ll be sharing some of those silver
linings.
In-person services continue, Sundays, at 11 am. City Council mandates masks in all
indoor public spaces (including churches). So yes, masks are required (one will be provided if
you forget). Our services are at 11 am so people involved in our Zoom Sunday School classes
can come. If numbers require it, we will add an earlier service as the Fall progresses.
Online services continue – any time! If worshipping online works for you, please continue
to do so. We have no plans to change our online ministries. If you feel safer worshiping at
home, if you are unable to get out, or if you have a medical condition that does not allow you
to wear a mask, please make full use of our online services.
Please invite others to check our services and groups out online at www.firstb.net. We have a
growing congregation of people from coast to coast and internationally. These services and
groups will continue indefinitely.
One of the silver linings is also our growing archive of homegrown YouTube Videos. Check out
our Worship Video Library and Interviews with missionaries, leaders, and more.
Services
 In- person services are Sundays at 11 a.m.
 Online services continue at https://firstb.net/services/
 This week Bruce is looking at Exodus 2:1-10: Surprise! The good news, according to
Moses, is good news for Lethbridge in 2020!
 Feel free to give us constructive suggestions for how to improve each week
In Person Service information
We are following all AHS and City guidelines and bylaws, including:





Masks are mandatory in the building for services and groups. Please bring your own.
If you forget, we will provide one. If you have a medical condition preventing you from
wearing a mask, you should NOT come for your safety and the safety of others.
Social distancing must be respected at all times (no hugging, shaking hands, etc.)
Do NOT come if in the past 14 days you have had any of the following symptoms:
fever, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, runny nose, sore throat,
Do NOT come if you have been in contact with a person with Covid-19 or been in
contact with anyone from outside of the country in the past 14 days



Do NOT come if you have been tested and are awaiting Covid test results

Some things that will be different:





We will make a list of all attendees, in case someone who attends is later diagnosed
with Covid, we can inform others who attended.
The spoken parts (prayers, sermon) will be live. For music, we will use the same music
videos that will be in the online service (no live worship team). You are welcome to
hum along or sing quietly to yourself, but AHS still discourages full congregational
singing.
Children and youth will stay with their parents. Our Sunday School rooms are too small
to safely provide classes. We do not have staff or volunteers supervising in
youth/children’s ministries. Please bring quiet activities for your kids in the pews.

Our top priority is the health and safety of all, especially those most vulnerable.
Daily Devotionals
Every day, Bruce prepares a new devotional reading, reflection, and prayer. If you would like
the direct email version, sign up on www.firstb.net or email info@firstb.net.
Prefer paper? Drop by and they are just OUTSIDE the East Door of the Church in a box,
Monday-Thursday, 8:30-2:30 (weather permitting). Or phone and we’ll drop one in your
mailbox or mail it to you. A new guide is now available, at the church and online.
Kid’s Kingdom
Sunday School – This week is Lesson 1 of Where’s God in the Bible. Check out this week’s
lesson on the website or here
This Year:

Yearly Theme for 2020-2021
The Bible tells us that God is with us always even to the end of the age.

Can we find God?
Verse: Jeremiah 29:13
You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart.
Online: Until further notice we will do Sunday School Online. Our format will be…
 Videos – weekly videos that can be accessed from the church website or the weekly
emails
 Hands on Activities – supplies can be picked up at the church to participate in some
hands on activities. We are working towards having weekly worksheets and monthly
crafts.
 Zoom Sessions – we are going to try monthly zoom sessions with your teachers.
Watch the weekly emails for dates and details.
Small Groups
Many of our current groups are still meeting using Zoom. Zoom can be downloaded onto your
smart phone or computer (camera and microphone capabilities required). It gives everyone a
chance to meet face to face and engage with one another. If you want to join a group, or need
help setting up Zoom, contact Mark: 403-332-1919 or mark@firstb.net
Sunday Morning Prayer and Adult Sunday School continue Sunday mornings!
1. Join Troy for prayer from 9:00am-9:20am. Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/853736490
2. Join our 9:30am class, “The Ten Peculiar Habits of Some Former Slaves” on the Ten
Commandments. Marv Wirzba leads. Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/853736490
3. Join our 10:00am class on the Book of Philippians. Gord Hunt leads this study.
Zoom link click here
Here are a few other groups available this week:
 Tuesday Evening Bible Study with Troy Taylor. Every second Tuesday. Studying
the book of Romans. Contact Troy to join: troy@firstb.net.
 Wednesday Evening Bible Study with Troy Taylor. Every second Wednesday.
Studying the book of Mark. Contact Troy to join: troy@firstb.net.
Prayer with the Pastor
Sundays @ 9 am: https://zoom.us/j/853736490
Check-In and Chat
Tuesday afternoon from 2-3 pm. Bruce hosts a time to visit with others who join the
meeting. It’s an informal time to encourage and connect with others. Think of it as
afternoon tea/coffee and prayer with friends 😊. https://zoom.us/j/682269711
Password: chat
Enchant Day Trip, Saturday September 12

Enchant Camping Trip is this weekend. Even if you are not staying for the night at the
campsite, you can still join us for the Saturday! (Bring $2 per person to help cover
costs) All activities will take place at the Enchant Municipal Park. Please bring a mask.
Email mark@firstb.net for more info. Here’s the Saturday schedule:
Saturday
7:00
8:00
9:00
9:30
10:30
11:30-1:30
1:30
2:30
3:30
4:00
4:30
6:00

Morning walk *
Breakfast^
Meet Up and Daily Schedule at the Field of Meeting
Crafting*
Bike Ride*
Lunch^
Kite Flying Session*
Sketching with Julie*
Super Duper Scavenger Hunt*
Soccer Game*
Meet at the Field of Meeting/Camp Wide Clean Up
Supper^
Pack Up Personal Stuff and Check Out

^Meals consist of what you bring for your family: eat what you want, how you want, when
you want, where you want! We do not have access to the kitchen, BBQ or other food
prep conveniences: keep this in mind in your food prep for the weekend!
*These sessions are optional. In addition to these sessions, there are activities available
throughout the day, including the beach, playground, outdoor games, and more!
Worship Playlist & Opportunities
We have a new playlist on the First B YouTube account where you can listen to ALL of the
worship videos our musicians have produced over the course of the pandemic. There are 93
videos and counting! Now you can listen to the Community Worship Video Project any time,
any place! Just click here or go to the "First B Lethbridge" YouTube channel and click on
"Playlists"
There is also an library of all our community worship videos on our website where you can look
up individual songs: https://firstb.net/music-videos/
We always welcome singers, instrumentalists, and other artists to participate in our online
worship services. Contact matt@FirstB.net or visit Community Worship Video Project for
more information.
YETI Youth
Youth group currently meets online Wednesday nights from 7-9pm. We will also have a once a
month in-person event on the last Friday of the month. Check out the youth newsletter for
all the details!

Young Adults
This fall we’ll be doing a reflective Bible study in-person at the church on Mondays at 7pm. Our
first study is on September 14. Please be sure to review First B’s Covid protocols before
attending.
Mill Creek Camp Highway Cleanup Fundraiser
Meet Saturday, September 19, 8 am, at Creekside Community Church, Pincher Creek (see
the notice below). Camp gets paid when we cleanup the highway!
Rocky Railway Online Day Camp
In August we had an awesome week of day camp. All of the videos are online so you can still
take part! https://firstb.net/daycamp/.
 If you participate – this week, next week, or in the Fall, you still get a prize!
 For more information, contact mark@firstb.net
The total money raised for latrines through Canadian Baptist Ministries was $267.20!
Awesome! Thank you and congratulations everyone!
Giving to First B
Even though we are not gathering together on Sundays, you can continue to financially support
the ministry of Jesus through His church. As the Church of God, we still have bills to pay and
staff to care for. This is a great opportunity for all of us to be the Church, to reflect the love of
Jesus by having a greater call of generosity and servanthood. We CAN bless our community
through your gifts. Call or email the church and we will help: 403-327-2082 or info@firstb.net.







Donate at www.firstb.net (“DONATE” button in right hand column)
Sign up for automatic withdrawal (403-327-2082 or info@firstb.net)
Give through e-transfer (giving@firstb.net, no password required)
Mail in cheques
Drop cheques through the mail slot (in the Steeple Door)
Use the debit machine – gloves and disinfectant will be available.

We know some of us are going through difficult financial times: we don’t want to add to your
stress. Those of us who have stable incomes may be able to give more generously at this time.
If you do have a stable income, would you consider increasing your giving (even temporarily)?
Many of us won’t be spending money on travel, vacations, eating out, etc. for a while: could
we make some that money available to help out? Thank you.

Office
Kathryn is in the Office Monday to Thursday. Phone 403-327-2082 OR email
info@firstb.net. Please do not just drop by. The door is locked. Phone first.
Ways you can make a difference:

Check out the Volunteer Lethbridge website for volunteer opportunities.
The Lethbridge Public Library is looking for volunteers to help deliver books, DVDs, and
audio items to customers who are unable to visit the Library for curbside pickup. If you're able,
and have some time, call 403-359-6533.
COVID COMMUNITY DONATION DROP-OFF CENTRE: 100-10th Street S (Old Biblesfor-Missions Thrift Store) – West Door. They are accepting donations of clothing,
household goods, kitchenware, furniture, and hygiene items. Donations will be sorted and
redistributed to agencies who need items. After health restrictions are lifted, all remaining
items will be divided among the partnering agencies. They are also looking for volunteers to
help SORT donations. You can contact Streets Alive for details. This is a partnership with
Mission Thrift Store, MCC, Salvation Army, My City Care, and Streets Alive.
Check out the Lethbridge COVID-19 Community Support Circle on Facebook for other
opportunities to make a difference.
Both the Lethbridge Food Bank and Interfaith Food Bank are looking for volunteers. They
follow provincial guidelines to ensure safety and physical distancing.

